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Our vision in the Modern Foreign Languages department is that all language learners 
develop the skills and confidence to consider themselves as ‘World Citizens’ who 
belong to a multicultural world. We aim to support students to understand other 
countries and cultures so that they can be more open and adaptable to new 
experiences; ensuring that each topic in our curriculum contains an element of 
culture. The department is committed to developing strong, lifelong linguistic skills and 
we encourage our students to become curious and interested in languages.   

Teaching and learning at Bilton 

The MFL Department is a dynamic, passionate, and enthusiastic department. We 
endeavour to make learning languages fun and meaningful, providing students with 
many opportunities for both collaboration and independent work in each lesson. 

Curriculum overviews are designed to ensure that all four skills (Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening) are covered in every unit. They offer regular opportunities to 
revisit key skills and previous learning. 

Our KS3 curriculum aims at developing our students’ linguistic and communicative 
skills. As a result, much emphasis is put on spontaneous output, written and spoken. 

Our KS4 curriculum prepares our students to communicate spontaneously in spoken 
and written form in different time frames and in depth. Listening and reading skills are 
practised in every lesson. 

The MFL department has high expectations of all students and the climate for 
learning encompasses the contributions of all abilities; we trust in the success of each 
student. Our curriculum allows students to become hardworking, independent 
students who are motivated to achieve their full potential. 

Students need to be resilient language learners.  Within the MFL classroom, we 
consistently emphasise that it is acceptable to make mistakes. We believe where 
student’s progress is in deciding how they learn from these errors. This open 
environment allows students to grow in confidence and not feel intimidated when 
speaking out in front of the class.  Opportunities for reflection are built in at regular 
intervals through self-assessments tasks and our FAR marking. 

Learning in the classroom is enhanced through home learning, which is set every 
week using the school online system Class Chart and consist of a variety of activities 
ranging from vocabulary learning to extended writing tasks. Independent learning is a 
very important part of achieving success in studying a language. In MFL we try to 



create an atmosphere in which pupils enjoy the lessons and are motivated to learn. 
We subscribe to websites such as linguascope where pupils can develop their 
learning outside of the classroom. We also use video clips of French/Spanish young 
people to inspire an interest in life in French and Spanish speaking countries 

Our department endeavours to promote lifelong language skills. Echoing the Bilton 
ethos, we support our students to develop their leadership, organisation, resilience 
and communicative skills. 

 
Curriculum design (KS4) 

 
Our aim here at Bilton School is to enable students of all abilities to develop their 
French/Spanish language skills to their full potential, equipping them with the 
knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence. 
 
The new GCSE in French/Spanish is a linear course with no controlled assessment. 
Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 
 
Theme 1. Identity and culture 
Theme 2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3. Current and future study and employment 
 
GCSE French/Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 
4–9). Students must take all four question papers at the same tier.  
 
Paper 1: Listening (25%) 
Students will be able to understand and respond to different types of spoken 
language. 
Paper 2: Speaking (25%) 
Students will be able to communicate and interact effectively in speech for a variety of 
purposes. 
Paper 3: Reading (25%) 
Students will be able to understand and respond to different types of written 
language. 
Paper4: Writing (25%) 
Students will be able to communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes. 
 
Our GCSE French/Spanish course is taught over 3 years and covers a wide range of 
topics which aim to expand students’ cultural knowledge. Students will be tested in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing weekly. We have two assessment points: 
Assessment 1 focuses on both reading and listening skills and takes place half way 
through the term. Assessment 2 focuses on writing and speaking skills and is 
scheduled in the last week of each term. Those skills are transferable and relevant to 
further study and the world of work. The range of topics within the specification aims 
to inspire students who are interested in French/Spanish culture and French/Spanish 
speaking countries. 
 

Curriculum design (KS3) 
 



In KS3 Modern Foreign Languages we aim to provide a fun, stimulating and 
interactive experience of learning either French or Spanish. Initially students focus on 
the skill of listening and then gradually develop their speaking skills. With the support 
of both their teacher and a wide range of resources available to them, students 
become confident in the remaining linguistic skills of reading and writing. We strive to 
create a positive and relaxed environment in our classrooms where students feel 
comfortable to speak spontaneously in the target language. 
 
By the end of KS3 (year 8) 
Students will be able to identify and use tenses or other structures, use and 
manipulate a variety of key grammatical structures and patterns, have acquired a  
wide-ranging vocabulary, use accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation  
They will be able to listen to a variety of forms of spoken language, transcribe words 
and short sentences that they hear with increasing accuracy, initiate and develop 
conversations, express and develop ideas clearly and with increasing accuracy, both 
orally and in writing/speak coherently and confidently, with increasingly accurate 
pronunciation and intonation, read and show comprehension of a range of texts in the 
target language. 
 
 
 

Homework 
Homework is set on a regular basis in order to reinforce and extend the language 
taught in class. Vocabulary learning is often set as this is an essential part of learning 
a language. Sometimes homework is set on cultural topics in order to encourage 
students to take an interest in the French and Spanish speaking world. The 
department subscribes to the website linguascope and students are encouraged to 
use this resource in order to develop their knowledge of vocabulary and structures on 
a wide variety of topics. 

 
 

 
 

 


