
 

 

History 
 

Name Claire Anderson (Head of Faculty) claire.anderson@biltonmail.com 
Name Helen Nicholls helen.nicholls@biltonmail.com 
Name Emma Gordon emma.gordon@biltonmail.com 
Name Clare Thomas clare.thomas@biltonmail.com 
  
  

 
Intent 

 
The History curriculum has been designed to follow the whole school idea of providing a holistic 
approach to education and aiming to provide young learners with the qualifications, memorable 
experiences and life skills that they will need to be adaptable and resilient 21st century learners. 
Our intent is to foster a culture where the quality of education is built around great learning and 
progress in the classroom which is complimented by memorable experiences for our students.  Pupils 
gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  Pupil’s 
curiosity will encourage them to want to know more about the past. Our intent is that pupils will 
question, think critically, and develop perspective and judgement. 
 
This is implemented across the curriculum through a seven-year key stage.  The key history skills of 
knowledge, explanation and analysis, source analysis and interpretations are mapped across the 
curriculum where they are introduced at Key Stage 3, embedded at Key Stage 4 and mastered at Key 
Stage 5.   Assessment points focus on key skills enabling students to identify areas of strength and 
focus on specific areas to develop.  Students can monitor this independently through the use of 
tracking sheets in exercise books.   Our Schemes of Learning are designed in such a way that students 
understand the history of Britain and the wider world from the Middle Ages to the present day.   The 
schemes of learning are layered in such a way that the knowledge attained at Key Stage 3, supports 
learning at Key Stage 4, where focus is more detailed and key history skills are embedded.  For 
example, in Year 7, students study the Norman conquest, which is revisited in Y9, when students 
study the changes William the Conqueror makes to crime and punishment.  The intent at GCSE is to 
provide a broad and varied curriculum, preparing them well for A level, where students are taught to 
link back to previous learning in order to identify continuity and change over time, At A Level the 
curriculum enables students to take aspects of the GCSE learning and master the key skills.  The 
opportunity to complete a ‘Non-Examined Assessment’ fosters independent learning, and academic 
writing that is a good foundation for any degree level course.   
Themes across subjects create connectedness so that students see the links to improve their holistic 
understanding of topics. For example, the teaching of witchcraft in Y9 Crime and Punishment, 
supports student understanding of the context of Macbeth, learnt in Y9. 
As a History department it is our intent that students embed the skills of empathy and an 
understanding of how History is relevant in the world today throughout all Key Stages, regardless of 
whether it is studied at KS4 and beyond.  We implement this through Character and Culture in the 
school by commemorating events like Remembrance Day & Holocaust Memorial Day.  KS5 students 
have the opportunity to visit the Holocaust Memorial Centre to deepen their understanding of this 
event. We are also developing wider opportunities to make memorable experiences through the 
launch of competitions. 

 
 



Curriculum design (KS4) 
Student study the Edexcel syllabus at GCSE HI10.  At the end of Y11, students sit three external 
examinations.  Subjects have been chosen to cover a broad range of history and provide a solid 

foundation for KS5 to build on both knowledge and skills. 
Paper 1: Crime and Punishment through Time c1000- present and Whitechapel, c1870-c1900. (1 hour 

15 mins) (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
Paper 2: The American West c1835-c1895 and Early Elizabethan 1558-1588 (1 hour 45 mins) (AO1, 

AO2) 
Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39  (1 hour 20 mins) (AO1,AO2,AO3, AO4) 

 
By the end of key stage 4 learners should be able to meet the following assessment objectives: 

 
AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods 

studied.  

AO2:  Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.  

AO3:  Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make substantiated judgements, in 
the context of historical events studied.  

AO4:  Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how and why 
interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events studied.  

 

 
Curriculum design (KS3) 

 
History at KS3 follows the National Curriculum. 

Topics studies 
The development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509 

(Norman Conquest, Changes to society under the Normans, Henry II and Thomas Becket, The Black 
Death, Peasants Revolt, Wars of the Roses) 

The development of Church, state and society in Britain 1509-1745 
Religious change under the Tudors, Gunpowder Plot, English Civil War, Restoration. 

Ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 1745-1901 
Growth of towns, life in Industrial Britain, Growth of Empire and Atlantic Slave Trade 

Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day 
Causes of WWI, WWI, Impact of WWI and the Peace Settlement, Rise of Dictators, WWII, The 

Holocaust, Impact of WWII, The Cold War, Modern Conflict in the Middle East. 
 

By the end of KS3, students will: 
• Have a clear knowledge and understanding of the history of the British Isles as a coherent, 

chronological narrative: know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

• Have a knowledge of significance in history of the wider world.  
• Be able to understand and deploy abstract terms e.g. ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry’  
• Understand historical concepts, e.g continuity and change, cause and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance.  They should be used to make connects, 
frame historical questions and form written narratives.   

• Analyse historical interpretations, and understand how evidence is used rigorously to form 
interpretations.   

• Place knowledge into different contexts and make connections between local, regional, 
national and international history. Make connections between cultural, economic, military, 



political, religious and social history.  Understand the difference between long term and short 
term timescales in history.  

 
 

Homework 
 

All homework for all Key Stages is set via Classcharts, where possible copies of all resources are 
uploaded along with any helpful website links.   

KS3 
Homework is set once a fortnight and is designed to either reinforce learning from the lesson or 

involves researching knowledge in preparation for a future lesson.  
KS4 

Homework is set one a week.  
 Homework in Y9 and 10 will either reinforce and consolidate learning from the lesson, involve 

researching knowledge in preparation for a future lesson, or will involve examination practise to 
reinforce skills learnt in the lesson.  

Homework in Y11 will alternate between work that is based on the current topic being taught in 
lesson (Weimar and Nazi Germany) and activities designed to revise content from topics taught in 

previous years.   
Students in KS4 are expected to be preparing and revising for all Pre Public Exams (PPEs) at home in 
the lead up to the exams.  GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Tutor2U are all useful websites that students can 

use to support their learning.  
 

 
Memorable experiences/Extracurricular/links to industry/scheduled trips and visits 

 
As a history department we lead the celebration of Remembrance Day and Holocaust Memorial Day 

across the school.  KS5 have the opportunity to visit the Holocaust Memorial Centre.  
 

 


