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Intent 

• To inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world  
• To equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, and 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and how they are in constant change.  
• As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the 

interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.  
• Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the 

Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 
 

Curriculum design (KS4) 
PAPER 1 (covered in year 9)  

Topic Hazardous Earth 
_ Climate   

Hazardous Earth 
– Tectonics  

Development 
dynamics  

Challenges of the 
Urbanisation world 

Subtopics  Air circulation  
Causes of climate 
change 
Hurricane  
Case studies – 
Katrina and 
Hayan  

Plate margins 
Earthquakes 
Volcanoes 
Tsunamis 
Case studies – 
Japan and Haiti 

Development 
indicators 
Measuring 

development  
Inequality – causes, 

impacts  
Application: case 

study – India  

Urbanisation – 
cause, impacts and 

sustainability 
Application: case 
study – Mumbai, 

India  

AO1 
AO2 
AO3 
AO4  

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and 
different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of 
concepts and 
interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to 
places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies 
knowledge and 
understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues 
to make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts 
and uses a variety of 
skills and techniques to 
investigate questions 
and issues and 
communicate findings. 

 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and 
different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of 
concepts and 
interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to places, 
environments and 
processes. 
AO3 - Applies 
knowledge and 
understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts 
and uses a variety of 
skills and techniques to 
investigate questions and 
issues and communicate 
findings. 

 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and different 
scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical understanding 
of concepts and 
interrelationships between 
how they are used in relation 
to places, environments and 
processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge 
and understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts and 
uses a variety of skills and 
techniques to investigate 
questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and different 
scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of concepts 
and interrelationships 
between how they are used 
in relation to places, 
environments and 
processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge 
and understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts and 
uses a variety of skills and 
techniques to investigate 
questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

 

By the 
end of 

the topic, 

Describe air 
circulation 
(name cells), 

Describe 
hazards/plate 
margins 

Describe patterns, 
distribution, 
indicators, level of 

Describe patterns, 
distribution, site 
and situation 



students 
will: 

climate patterns, 
location and 
hazard impacts 
Explain the 
impacts of air 
circulation, 
global warming 
and hurricane  
To evaluate the 
impacts and 
responses of 
hurricane 
applied to 2 
contrasting 
areas.  

distribution and 
pattern 
 
Explain the 
impacts of 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes 
 
To evaluate the 
impacts and 
responses of 
earthquakes 
using 2 
contrasting areas. 

development, site 
and situation 
Explain the causes of 
inequality and the 
impacts on different 
areas 
Explain the 
economic, social and 
environmental 
impacts of 
globalisation 
Evaluate the 
sustainability 
strategies (bottom 
up and top down) in 
an emerging country 
– India  

 

Explain the causes 
of urbanisation 
different areas – 
application 
Mumbai 
Explain the 
economic, social 
and environmental 
impacts of 
urbanisation 
Evaluate the 
sustainability 
strategies (bottom 
up and top down) 
in a megacity – 
Mumbai  

 

 
 
 
 
 

PAPER 2 (covered in Year 10) 
 

Topic  UK - Physical  
Landscape  

UK – Human 
Landscape 

UK – Coastal 
fieldwork 

UK – Urban 
fieldwork 

Subtopics  Types of rocks 
Tectonics 
Glaciation 
Human activity 
Coasts 
Rivers  

Globalisation 
Urbanisation 
Deindustrialisation 
Regeneration  
 
Case study 
Birmingham  

Enquiry question 
Methodology 
Data 
presentation 
Data analysis  
Conclusion  
Evaluation 

Enquiry question 
Methodology 
Data 
presentation 
Data analysis  
Conclusion  

Evaluation 
AO1 
AO2 
AO3 
AO4 

 
 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and 
different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of 
concepts and 
interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to 
places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies 
knowledge and 
understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts 
and uses a variety of 
skills and techniques to 
investigate questions 

and issues and 
communicate findings 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and different 
scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of concepts 
and interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to places, 
environments and 
processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge 
and understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts and 
uses a variety of skills and 
techniques to investigate 
questions and issues and 

communicate findings 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and 
different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of 
concepts and 
interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to 
places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies 
knowledge and 
understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts 
and uses a variety of 
skills and techniques to 
investigate questions 

and issues and 
communicate findings 

AO1 – demonstrate 
knowledge of locations, 
places, processes, 
environments and 
different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical 
understanding of 
concepts and 
interrelationships 
between how they are 
used in relation to 
places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies 
knowledge and 
understanding to 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information and issues to 
make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts 
and uses a variety of 
skills and techniques to 
investigate questions 

and issues and 
communicate findings 



 
By the end of 

the unit, 
students will be 

able to  
 
 

Describe 
patterns, 
distribution and 
characteristics of 
rock type and 
land changes 
Explain the 
formation of 
types of rock, 
glacial, coastal 
and hydrological 
landforms 
Evaluate 
management 
strategies to 
reduce coastal or 
hydrological 
processes 
 

 

Describe patterns, 
distribution, land 

use change 
 

Explain the 
impacts of the 

changes in the UK 
 

Evaluate the 
variation of 

changes in the UK.  

Describe 
methodology and 

data 
presentation  

 
Explain 

methodology, 
data 

presentation, 
 

Evaluate 
methodology and 

data collection 

Describe 
methodology and 

data 
presentation  

 
Explain 

methodology, 
data 

presentation, 
 

Evaluate 
methodology and 

data collection 

 
 
 
 

Paper 3 
 

Topic Battle for the biosphere.  Forest under threat Consuming resources 
Subtopics  Characteristics, 

adaptation, use, threats 
and sustainability 

 

Rainforest and taiga 
Characteristics, adaptation, 

use, threats and sustainability 

Characteristics, threats 
and sustainability  

AO1 
AO2 
AO3 
AO£ 

 

AO1 – demonstrate knowledge of 
locations, places, processes, 
environments and different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates 
geographical understanding of 
concepts and interrelationships 
between how they are used in 
relation to places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge and 
understanding to interpret, 
analyse and evaluate 
geographical information and 
issues to make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts and uses a 
variety of skills and techniques to 
investigate questions and issues 

and communicate findings 

AO1 – demonstrate knowledge of 
locations, places, processes, environments 
and different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates geographical 
understanding of concepts and 
interrelationships between how they are 
used in relation to places, environments 
and processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge and 
understanding to interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements 
AO4 - Selects, adapts and uses a variety 

of skills and techniques to investigate 
questions and issues and communicate 

findings 

AO1 – demonstrate knowledge of 
locations, places, processes, 
environments and different scales.  
AO2 - Demonstrates geographical 
understanding of concepts and 
interrelationships between how they 
are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes. 
AO3 - Applies knowledge and 
understanding to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical 
information and issues to make 
judgements 

AO4 - Selects, adapts and uses a 
variety of skills and techniques to 

investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings 

By the 
end of the 
topic, 
students 
should be 
able to: 

Describe location, 
pattern, distribution, 
feature using given 
source 
Explain causes impacts 
or responses using given 
resources 

Describe location, pattern, 
distribution, feature using 
given source 
Explain causes impacts or 
responses using given 
resources 
Evaluate economic, social, 
environment, political, cultural 

Describe location, 
pattern, distribution, 
feature using given source 
Explain causes impacts or 
responses using given 
resources 
Evaluate economic, social, 
environment, political, 



Evaluate economic, 
social, environment, 
political, cultural 
impacts or sustainability 
strategies  
 

impacts or sustainability 
strategies  
 

cultural impacts or 
sustainability strategies  
Analysis resources to 
make evaluate the benefit 
and costs of given 
scenarios.  

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum design (KS3) 
Year 7 
 
In term 1, in Geography, students will study Map skills to build on from KS2. By the end of the topic 
students will be able to know how to locate places on world map using latitude and longitude, they will 
be able to understand how locate places on OS maps, use scale and contour lines. Students will be able 
to explain the importance of 4 and 6 grid reference and contour line. This topic will be followed by 
developing their knowledge on indicators of development. Students will explore the topic by describing 
photos and decide about the level of development as well as explaining the causes of inequality around 
the world and evaluate the positives and negatives of development strategies. They will revisit map 
skills and be able to make links between location and level of development. Students will be using 
decision making skills and build on KS2 knowledge by applying it to a variety of case studies (Kenya, 
Egypt and India). This topic will be the basis for the topic of Globalisation. Throughout this topic, 
students practice a variety of geographical skills to practice describing, explaining, comparing and 
evaluating. By the end of this topic, students will be able to understand how globalisation is measure, 
be able to explain the causes of globalisation as well as evaluate the positive and negatives of 
globalisation using specific case studies (China, North Korea and UK). They will be introduced to key 
concepts such as global shift and analysis the impacts of fair trade. In term 3, students will build on 
their knowledge of climate with specific focus on Antarctica. Students will use a wide range of 
geographical skills to explore the impact of climate change on Antarctica. By the end of the topic 
students will be able to recognize, create and analysis a climate graph, understand the complex causes 
on climate change and evaluate their impact on a cold and hot desert (Sahara). Following this topic, 
students will have the opportunity to apply their Knowledge of climate and microclimate using 
fieldwork investigation skills to investigate the microclimate around the school. They will be able to 
create a hypothesis, collect data using a suggested methodology, as well as doing, present, describe 
and analysis and evaluate the data collection. Students will be able to build on their knowledge on 
climate topic and development by studying Rivers. Students will be able to describe, explain and 
evaluate the cause and impacts of flooding in two distinct areas: UK (Boscastle) and Bangladesh. 
Students will also be able to use decision making skills to evaluate the best flooding management 
strategy. Students will finish the year by studying Europe and link the knowledge they developed 
throughout the year and apply to UK. They will be able to describe, explain, compare and evaluate both 
physical and human Geography of the UK. Students will be able to apply their knowledge by researching 
a chosen country and bring all their knowledge and skills learnt throughout the year.  
Assessment will take place after each topic as well throughout and have been designed carefully to 
ensure students are given feedback consistently.  
 
 
 
 



 

Year 8  
 
In term 1, in Geography, students will study Plate tectonics, to support them build understating on the 
formation of volcanoes and causes of earthquake and tsunamis. Students will us a variety of map skills, 
types of graphs, mathematical and extended writing skills. By the end of the topic students will be able 
to describe, explain and evaluate the causes, impacts and management strategies used to reduce the 
impacts of tectonic hazards. They will be able to revisit prior knowledge from KS2 and year 7 such as 
map skills, development and globalisation to support them with building up their understating. 
Students will apply their theoretical knowledge to 2 contrasting case studies: Kashmir and Japanese 
earthquake. Students will also have the opportunity to participate to ‘Make your own volcano’ 
competition and practice working on skills, presentation skills and organisational skills as part of a BBC 
news project. Tectonics will be followed by Glaciation and Coasts, to support students in understanding 
the importance of glaciation and coastal processes in shaping the land. This will offer opportunities to 
revisit topics such Climate, Antarctica, Rivers and UK from year 7.  By the end of the topic, students will 
be able to describe, explain and compare the impact of glaciation and coastal processes on the 
landscape as well as evaluate the impacts of climate change on the current glaciers and coastline.  
Students will revisit human Geography by focusing in the Population and Urbanisation topics for one 
term. Students will link the topic to Development  and Globalisation studied in year 7. By the end of the 
topic, students will be able to describe the pattern of population around the world. Student will explain 
the cause and impacts of population increase around the world and in urban areas, in particular, as well 
as evaluate population policies applying their knowledge a variety of case studies:  China, Norway, 
Singapore, Rio, New York and London. Students will focus in rainforest and they will be able to describe, 
explain and evaluate the rainforest adaptation, threats and sustainability. For last term, students will 
be able to make synoptic links between studied topics throughout year 7 and 8 and apply them to Brazil 
and Japan as well as a country of their choice (project based) 
 
 

Homework 
Homework is set weekly and recorded on classchart.  

Intent of homework 
KS3 -to reinforce learning that has taken place in lessons with a wide range of opportunities for out of 
school learning, with homework used, on occasion, as a preparative exercise for subsequent lessons, or as a 
learning curiosity. 
KS4 - reinforce learning that has taken place in lessons with a wide range of opportunities for out of school 
learning by practicing exam questions.  
 

Memorable experiences/Extracurricular/links to industry/scheduled trips and visits 
Newton, South Wales  - to investigate  

Swansea  
Birmingham  

 
 

 


