
Year 12 Sociology – Summer work   
 

What is Sociology? 

Create a factsheet completing the below tasks. You will have be assessed on the following 

the first week back in September. 

1. Explain the difference between Nature and Nurture. Give some real life examples 

from cases of ‘feral’ children. 

2. Define important sociological key terms: 

Culture, norms and values – be prepared to give examples. 

3. What is socialisation? Give examples of primary and secondary socialisation. 

4. Does Britain remain an unequal society? Define the key term life chances then show 

how the following groups tend to have different life chances; gender, social class, 

ethnicity and age.  

Complete the tasks to support your answers. 

What is sociology?  

Activity: Research  

Cannibalism as a norm  

  

Learning objectives  

At the end of this activity, you should be able to:  

• Identify different types of cannibalism.  

• Identify cultural reasons for cannibalism.  

• Explain how norms about cannibalism reflect cultural attitudes to death and 

bereavement.  

 In some cultures and in some circumstances, cannibalism is a cultural norm.  

A. Using the web links below (or others), find definitions for the following types of 

cannibalism:  

1. exocannibalism  

2. endocannibalism  

3. necro-cannibalism  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannibalism http://www.deathreference.com/Bl-

Ce/Cannibalism.html  

B. The Korowai people of Papua New Guinea practise endocannibalism. Use the web links 

to research the reasons why these people eat human flesh.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korowai_people  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-

Vtk2dDkl8 http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/sleeping-with-cannibals-128958913/
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    The Wari’ use cannibalism in different ways. Use the link to research the two different 

meanings and types of cannibalism among the Wari’.  

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/exploration/news/news_cannibalism.htm  

C. Write a summary of how the meaning of cannibalism varies between and within 

cultures. (You may like to consider how it reflects differences in attitudes towards death 

and bereavement in different cultures.)  

  

What is sociology?  

Activity: Research  

Changing norms about homosexuality  

     

Learning objective  

At the end of this activity you should be able to:  

•  Analyse the changes over time in norms relating to homosexuality.   

     

A. Using the link below, answer the questions that follow.  

http://www.stonewall.org.uk/at_home/history_of_lesbian_gay_and_bisexual_equality/defa

ult.asp  

1. What were the punishments for sodomy in 1300 and in 1533?  

2. When was the death penalty for buggery abolished?  

3. When were homosexual acts between men decriminalised, and what was then the age 

restriction?  

4. When was homosexuality decriminalised in: a. Scotland; b. the Isle of Man; c. Ulster?  

5. When did lesbian parents receive legal recognition to conceive a child through fertility 

treatment?  

6. When was the first lesbian and gay pride march held?  

7. Why was Action for Lesbian Parents founded?  

8. When was the first gay TV series?  

9. When did the first gay MP ‘come out’ whilst in office?  

10. In 2001 why were a couple no longer able to foster children?  

  

B. From your answers to questions 1 to 10, write a brief summary of how norms relating to 

homosexuality have changed over time.   
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