
A level Law Summer Work 

Law has an impact on our lives every day, whether we see it or not. Over the 

summer, I would like you to think about the different ways that the law has, or 

could, affect you. 

Task One: - There are two main areas of law, elements of both of which we 

study at A Level. They are: 

 Civil Law 

 Criminal Law 

Research the key differences between civil and criminal law and write an 

explanation of the key aspects of each area of law. 

Task Two: - Find 5 newspaper articles that report the outcome of court 

cases.   You can use printed newspapers, including local papers such as the 

Rugby Advertiser and the Rugby Observer, or on line news services such as BBC 

News, The Guardian and The Independent (The Times and The Telegraph are 

also useful, but require a subscription). 

Print off/copy each article you find (or save the link so you can print it when you 

are back at school). Then, write a summary of the article and the legal issues it 

raises, including information about: 

1. Whether the story is about civil or criminal law (or both?). 

2. The court(s) which dealt with the case. 

3. A description of any parts of the decision making process in the cases 

that you can see from the article. 

4. What did the people taking civil cases (claimants) receive, or what were 

they seeking, as a result of winning their case? 

And/or 

5. What happened to the defendants in the criminal cases? 

6. Do you agree with the outcome of the cases? Justify your answer. 

 

Optional Task 3: - You could also bring along any other articles you find 

about legal issues that interest you for discussion in class in September. 

 

Optional Task 4: - We study AQA A Level Law. You could take a look at the 

specification on the AQA website, and start to make your own glossary of key 

legal terms that you find in the specification. 

 


