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Introduction  
 
In accordance with Section 33 of the Schools Funding Agreement, the Academy Trust is 
required to determine the charging and remissions policies required to address Section 457 of 
the Education Act 1996 and for these to be approved by the Secretary of State for Education. 
  
The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of activities 
including clubs, trips, and residential experiences can make towards a pupils’ personal and 
social education.  
 

The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and 
balanced curriculum for the students of the Academy and as additional optional activities. 

 
At Bilton School all Key Stage 3 and 4 students who have been eligible for Free School Meals at 
any point during the previous six years (Pupil Premium) are allocated a bursary of £100 per 
year, which can wholly or partly pay for school activities.  At Key Stage 5 the school manages a 
National Bursary scheme, which distributs funding according to the number of eligible students 
and the total fund available.   
 
All books and materials for Key Stages 3 and 4 studies will be provided by the school.  Students 
will be expected to provide their own writing materials (pens, pencils, rulers, geometry 
materials, etc.)  Students without these items will be dealt with as part of the Behaviour 
system. At Key Stage 5, text books will be provided for classroom study and will not ordinarily 
be given to students to take home.  If students wish to purchase a copy of the text book for 
additional study then the school may be able to organise this at a discounted price, previous 
copies purchased by students may also be available at a reduced cost.   
 
To help parents, the details given below explain what is free and to which items they may be 
asked to make a voluntary contribution. 
 
1.  Examinations and Examination Courses 
 

 Entries for examinations will be paid for, in the first instance, by the school 

 Re-sit examinations recommended by the school will be paid for by the school.  Re-
sit examinations not recommended by the school will be paid for by the candidate   

 If a student fails to complete the course work after an agreed entry, and this 
prevents him/ her from obtaining a grade, then parents/carers will have to pay the 
fee 

 If a student fails to attend an examination, without good reason, the parents/carers 
will have to pay the fee 

 All materials required for coursework must be provided by the school, unless the 
parents/carers wish to provide additional materials 

 In Technology a budget for coursework must be stated, before commencing the 
work 

 Parents can be asked to make contributions to coursework costs 

 All coursework must be paid for before students take it home 

2. Trips 
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 Any trip which is an essential part of an examination course will not be charged for 

 Any trip that is optional will be charged for and will include tickets, entrance fees, 
transport, insurance and board and lodging, if necessary 

 No fees will be charged for tuition if the residential trip is in school time 

 The school will not be involved in trips organised completely by an outside agency.  
Teachers will always be responsible for trips 

 Where students participate in residential visits, deemed to take place in school hours, 
the full cost of board and lodgings shall be charged to students 

 

 

3. Music 

The School is no longer able to subsidise peripatetic music lessons and any student wishing 
to have instrumental tuition has to be charged. The charges must be paid in full if a student 
does not complete the number of lessons agreed to. 

 

4.  General 

 The cost of repairing damage and replacing equipment (lost, defaced or damaged) 
remains the responsibility of the parents when this damage or loss is the result of their 
child’s behaviour or negligence.  

 

 The Governing Body may from time to time amend the categories of activity which a 
charge may be made.  

 

 Nothing in this policy precludes the Governing Body from inviting parents to make a 
voluntary contribution towards the cost of providing education for students.  

 

Remissions  
 
In some circumstances, there may be cases of family hardship which make it difficult for 
students to take part in particular activities for which a charge is made. When arranging a 
chargeable activity the Governing Body will consider applications in confidence for the remission 
of charges in either part or in full. Application for remission of charges can be made via the 
Business Manager. 


